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Note from Japan: A Possible Model for Hokusai's Great Wave
off Kanagawa

At the prominent Buddhist temple Gyoganiji in Isumi, Chiba
prefecture, there is a wooden transom with a curving wave and
peaked treasure orb (nami ni hoju) which has recently been
spotlighted as the possible model for Katsushika Hokusai's
(1760-1849) Great Wave or Under the Wave off Kanagawa
from his 36 Views of Mount Fuji (about 1829-33). Although
men of learning in the locality had discussed this for some
time, it became the center of public attention last year when
East Japan Railroad Company had a travel promotion “Chiba
Destination” that featured a tour of Chiba Prefecture including
a visit to Gyoganiji.

The wooden transom of this temple built in 849 was carved by
the master carver Takeshi Ihachird Nobuyoshi (Ihachi) in 1809.
Ihachi was so famous in his time that the expression “Don’t
carve waves in Kantd because you have lhachi there” must
have reached Hokusai's ears.While Hokusai was living in Ueno
in Edo, he was friends with Eicho and Joyu of Kaneiji who later
became the 37" and 38" chief priests of Gyoganji respectively.
In addition, Hokusai, in relation to illustrating Takizawa Bakin's
novels, toured south Chiba in 1806 visiting temples including
Gyoganji where lhachi may have been working on the transom
that he completed 3 years later.

Although we have no conclusive records, putting all of the
above together, it is possible that Hokusai made use of
lhachi's Waves and Peaked Treasure Orb as a model or at
least inspiration for his Great Wave off Kanagawa.

Kenji Hinoshita
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Katsushika Hokusai (1760-1849), Great Wave off Kanagawa, color woodcut
and Takeshi Ihachird Nobuyoshi (1751-1824), Waves and Peaked Treasure
Orb, carved wood.
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